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WRITING SMART GOALS FOR SLPS Updated
Version

Writing Smart Goals For Slps

Writing Smart Goals for SLPs: A Practical Guide to E?ective Therapy Planning

writing smart goals for slps is an essential skill that speech-language
pathologists

must master to ensure e?ective and measurable progress for their clients. Whether you?re
just starting your career or looking to re?ne your approach, crafting goals that are
Speci?c, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound (SMART) can signi?cantly
enhance the clarity and outcomes of your therapy sessions. In this article, we?Il explore
how SLPs can write smart goals that align with best practices, support individualized
treatment plans, and ultimately help clients reach their communication milestones.

Why Writing Smart Goals Matters for Speech-Language

Pathologists

As an SLP, your therapy goals serve as a roadmap for intervention. Without well-de?ned
objectives, it?s di?cult to track progress or adjust strategies e?ectively. Writing smart
goals for SLPs not only clari?es expectations but also facilitates collaboration with clients,
families, and other professionals. Clear goals provide transparency and accountability,
which are critical in settings such as schools, clinics, and hospitals where documentation

and progress monitoring are required.
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Moreover, smart goals help ensure that therapy remains client-centered. By focusing on
speci?c skills and measurable outcomes, SLPs can tailor interventions to the unique needs
of each individual, whether working with children who have speech delays or adults
recovering from a stroke.

Breaking Down SMART Goals: What Each Component Means for

SLPs

Understanding each aspect of SMART goals is key to e?ective goal writing in speech-
language pathology.

Speci?c: Pinpointing the Exact Skill

Speci?city is crucial. Instead of vague objectives like ?improve speech,? a speci?c goal
might be ?increase correct production of /s/ sound in words.? This clarity helps both the
therapist and client understand what is being targeted. When writing smart goals for SLPs,
always ask:

What skill or behavior is the focus?

In what context will it be demonstrated?

Who will perform the skill?

Measurable: Quantifying Progress

Measurable goals include criteria to track improvement. This could be a percentage of
accuracy, frequency of use, or level of independence. For example, ?John will produce the
Ir/ sound correctly in 8 out of 10 trials during structured activities.? Measurability allows

for concrete data collection and meaningful interpretation of progress.
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Achievable: Setting Realistic Expectations

Goals must be attainable given the client?s current abilities and resources. Setting overly
ambitious objectives can lead to frustration, while goals that are too easy may not
promote growth. Writing smart goals for SLPs involves aligning goals with developmental
norms and individual potential.

Relevant: Ensuring Goals Are Functional and Meaningful

Relevance ties the goal to the client?s everyday communication needs. A goal should
contribute directly to improving the client?s quality of life, academic success, or social
interaction. For example, targeting expressive vocabulary for a child struggling with
classroom participation is highly relevant.

Time-bound: Establishing a Clear Timeline

Including a timeline creates urgency and focus. Typical time frames might be a semester,
6 weeks, or 3 months. A time-bound goal might read, ?By the end of the school year,
Sarah will use 4-5 word sentences in spontaneous speech during conversation.? This
timeframe helps schedule therapy sessions and progress reviews.

Practical Tips for Writing Smart Goals for SLPs

Writing e?ective goals can seem daunting, but a few practical strategies can simplify the
process.

Use Data to Inform Your Goals

Begin by conducting thorough assessments and gathering baseline data. Understanding
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where your client currently stands is critical for setting measurable and achievable goals.
Data-driven goals also provide evidence for insurance or school documentation.
Collaborate with Families and Other Professionals

Involving parents, teachers, or caregivers ensures that goals align with real-world
expectations. Collaboration also helps identify functional areas requiring support,
increasing the relevance and impact of therapy.

Focus on Functional Communication

While targeting speci?c speech sounds or language structures is important, always
consider how these skills translate to daily interactions. Goals that enhance meaningful
communication tend to motivate clients and yield better generalization.

Be Flexible and Ready to Adjust

Progress may not always follow a linear path. Regularly review and adjust goals based on
the client?s evolving needs and achievements. This ?exibility ensures that therapy
remains responsive and e?ective.

Examples of Writing Smart Goals for SLPs Across Di?erent Areas

To illustrate, here are some sample SMART goals tailored for various speech and language
domains:

Articulation Goals

?By the end of 12 weeks, Michael will produce the /k/ sound correctly in initial and

?nal word positions with 80% accuracy during structured speech tasks.?

?During conversational speech, Emily will reduce her use of the /s/ sound distortion
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to less than 20% of opportunities within 3 months.?

Language Goals

?Within 8 weeks, Jacob will use three-word phrases spontaneously during play
activities in 4 out of 5 opportunities.?

?Samantha will follow two-step verbal directions related to classroom tasks with

90% accuracy over a 4-week period.?

Fluency Goals

?James will use easy onset and slow rate techniques to reduce stuttering frequency
to less than 5% of syllables spoken during therapy sessions within 10 weeks.?
?During peer conversations, Olivia will demonstrate controlled ?uency strategies in

3 out of 4 opportunities by the end of the semester.?

Voice Goals

?By the end of 6 weeks, Daniel will maintain appropriate pitch and volume during a
5-minute oral reading task with 90% consistency.?

?Maria will demonstrate diaphragmatic breathing techniques during therapy

activities in 4 out of 5 sessions over 8 weeks.?

Integrating Technology and Resources to Enhance Goal Writing
Modern tools can assist SLPs in writing smart goals more e?ciently. Electronic health
records (EHR) and goal-writing software often include templates speci?cally designed for

speech therapy. These resources guide clinicians through the SMART framework and help



WRITING SMART GOALS FOR SLPS Updated Version Vol. 2022, Issue 7

standardize documentation.

Additionally, online databases and professional organizations provide goal banks and
examples that can inspire tailored goal creation. While these should never replace
individualized planning, they can serve as helpful starting points.

Maintaining Motivation and Tracking Progress

Writing smart goals for SLPs also involves considering how to keep clients motivated.
Breaking goals into smaller, achievable steps helps build con?dence. Celebrating
incremental successes encourages continued e?ort.

Regular progress monitoring through charts, checklists, or video recordings provides
tangible evidence of improvement. Sharing this information with clients and families
fosters engagement and reinforces the value of therapy.

By focusing on the SMART criteria and emphasizing functional, client-centered objectives,
speech-language pathologists can craft goals that lead to meaningful outcomes. Writing
smart goals for SLPs is more than a documentation task?it?s a powerful tool for guiding
e?ective, personalized intervention and helping clients ?nd their voices.

Question

Answer

What are SMART goals in the

context of speech-language

pathology?

SMART goals are speci?c, measurable, achievable,
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relevant, and time-bound objectives that SLPs use to

create clear and e?ective treatment plans for their

clients.

How can SLPs write speci?c

goals for their clients?

SLPs can write speci?c goals by clearly de?ning the

target behavior, the context in which it will occur, and

the expected level of performance, ensuring there is no

ambiguity about what is being addressed.

Why is it important for SLP

goals to be measurable?

Measurable goals allow SLPs to objectively track

progress and determine whether the client is meeting

the expected outcomes, which is essential for adjusting

therapy and demonstrating e?ectiveness.

What does it mean for a goal

to be achievable in speech

therapy?

An achievable goal is one that is realistic and attainable

given the client's current abilities, resources, and time

Vol. 2022, Issue 7
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frame, helping to maintain motivation and encourage
consistent progress.

How can SLPs ensure their

goals are relevant to their

clients' needs?

SLPs ensure relevance by aligning goals with the
client's communication challenges, daily life activities,
and personal or educational priorities to make therapy
meaningful and functional.

Why should SLP goals be

time-bound, and how is this

implemented?

Time-bound goals provide a clear deadline for achieving
objectives, which helps in planning therapy sessions
and evaluating progress. This is implemented by
specifying a realistic time frame, such as weeks or

months, for reaching the goal.

Vol. 2022, Issue 7

Writing Smart Goals for SLPs: Enhancing Speech Therapy Outcomes Through Precision and

Clarity

writing smart goals for slps is a critical component in the delivery of e?ective

speech-
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language pathology services. Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) rely heavily on goal
setting to guide treatment plans, measure progress, and communicate outcomes to
stakeholders such as educators, families, and healthcare teams. The SMART
framework?Speci?c, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound?o?ers a
structured approach that enhances the clarity and e?cacy of goal formulation. This article
explores how SLPs can leverage SMART goals to optimize therapy outcomes and supports
a professional understanding of best practices in goal writing.

The Importance of SMART Goals in Speech-Language Pathology

Goal writing is foundational to speech therapy. Without clear objectives, interventions risk
being unfocused or ine?ective. The SMART framework addresses common challenges in
goal setting by promoting speci?city and accountability. For SLPs, whose work often
involves diverse communication disorders ranging from articulation challenges to
cognitive-communication de?cits, SMART goals provide a measurable roadmap that aligns
therapy activities with client needs.

Research indicates that well-de?ned goals can improve client engagement and facilitate
progress monitoring. According to a 2021 study published in the Journal of Communication
Disorders, interventions guided by SMART goals showed statistically signi?cant
improvements in articulation and expressive language skills compared to non-
standardized planning methods. This underscores the practical bene?ts of adopting
SMART principles in clinical settings.

Breaking Down the SMART Framework for SLPs
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Each component of SMART goals plays a unique role in re?ning speech therapy objectives:

Speci?c: Goals must clearly articulate what the client will achieve. For example,

instead of a vague aim like ?improve speech,? a speci?c goal would be ?produce the
/sl sound correctly in initial word positions.?

Measurable: Progress must be quanti?able, enabling SLPs to track
improvement.

2.
This might involve criteria such as ?90% accuracy across three consecutive
sessions.?

Achievable: Goals should challenge the client but remain realistic, considering
age,

3.

cognitive abilities, and severity of the disorder.

Relevant: Objectives must align with the client?s communication needs and life
4.

contexts, ensuring therapy is meaningful and functionally bene?cial.

Time-bound: Setting deadlines, such as ?within 8 weeks,? provides urgency
and a

timeline for evaluation.

Common Pitfalls in Goal Writing and How SMART Addresses Them

Published by: socialscene.ie Page 10 of 32



WRITING SMART GOALS FOR SLPS Updated Version Vol. 2022, Issue 7

SLPs often encounter obstacles such as overly broad goals, lack of measurable criteria, or
timelines that are either too aggressive or too lax. For instance, a goal like ?improve
language skills? lacks speci?city and measurability, making it di?cult to assess progress
or justify therapy continuation.

The SMART framework mitigates these pitfalls by enforcing a disciplined approach. It
helps avoid ambiguity by requiring concrete descriptions of expected outcomes.

Moreover, the emphasis on achievability prevents therapist frustration and client
discouragement caused by unrealistic expectations.

Implementing SMART Goals in Various Clinical Settings

Speech-language pathology services are provided across multiple environments including
schools, hospitals, outpatient clinics, and private practice. Each setting presents unique
considerations for goal writing.

School-Based SLPs

In educational settings, SLPs must align goals with academic standards and Individualized
Education Programs (IEPs). Writing smart goals for SLPs in schools involves collaborating
with teachers and families to ensure relevance. For example, a school-based goal might
read: ?Student will produce 8 out of 10 multisyllabic words correctly during classroom
discussions within 12 weeks,? integrating educational demands with clinical objectives.
Medical and Rehabilitation Settings

In acute or rehabilitative care, goals often focus on restoring functional communication
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quickly. SMART goals here tend to emphasize measurable milestones such as ?patient will
independently order meals using a communication board with 95% accuracy by
discharge.? The time-bound nature re?ects the typically short therapy duration in these
settings.

Private Practice and Teletherapy

SLPs working independently or via teletherapy platforms bene?t from SMART goals to
structure remote sessions and maintain client motivation. Clear, measurable objectives
support progress tracking even when direct observation is limited.

Examples of E?ective SMART Goals for SLPs

To illustrate practical applications, consider the following examples that demonstrate
speci?city and measurability:

?By the end of 10 therapy sessions, the client will accurately produce the /r/ sound

in initial, medial, and ?nal word positions with 80% accuracy during structured

activities.?

?Within 6 weeks, the child will use three-word sentences to request preferred items

in 4 out of 5 opportunities during play.?

?The adult client will follow two-step verbal directions with 90% accuracy during

therapy tasks within 4 weeks to support safety at home.?
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Each example demonstrates alignment with the SMART criteria, enabling clear
documentation and measurable progress.

Incorporating Data and Progress Monitoring

E?ective use of SMART goals hinges on systematic data collection. SLPs should employ
consistent measurement tools such as checklists, recordings, or standardized
assessments to quantify achievement. Digital platforms and electronic health records
increasingly facilitate this process, allowing for real-time data tracking and outcome
analysis.

Moreover, regular review of goals ensures that therapy remains client-centered. If data
reveal stagnation, goals can be adjusted to maintain achievability or relevance, re?ecting
the dynamic nature of speech therapy.

Bene?ts and Challenges of Writing SMART Goals for SLPs

Adopting SMART goals o?ers several advantages:

Improved clarity: Clear goals reduce ambiguity for clients and caregivers.

Enhanced accountability: Measurable outcomes facilitate objective evaluation.
2.

Better resource allocation: Time and therapy e?orts focus on targeted

3.

outcomes.
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Increased motivation: Clients can see tangible progress, which motivates
4.

participation.

However, challenges include the time investment required to craft detailed goals and the
need for ongoing training to ensure all SLPs are pro?cient in SMART goal writing.
Additionally, some clients with complex or evolving needs may require ?exible goal
adjustments, which can complicate strict adherence to the framework.

Balancing Rigor and Flexibility

While the SMART model emphasizes structure, e?ective SLPs recognize the importance of
adapting goals as therapy progresses. For example, a client may initially struggle to meet

a set accuracy level but improve in other communicative functions that warrant goal
revision. Thus, SMART goals should serve as guides rather than rigid prescriptions.

Writing smart goals for SLPs is both an art and a science, requiring clinical insight, data-
driven evaluation, and collaborative input from clients and families. When executed
thoughtfully, SMART goals elevate the quality and impact of speech-language pathology
services across diverse populations and settings.

SMART goals for speech therapy, writing SMART objectives SLP, speech-language
pathology goal setting, SLP goal examples, measurable goals for SLPs, writing e?ective
SLP goals, SMART goal templates for speech therapists, SLP treatment planning goals,

speech therapy goal writing tips, creating SMART goals for SLPs
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Writing And Across The Curriculum Behrens

Writing And Across The Curriculum Behrens

Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens: Enhancing Student Learning Through
Integrated Writing

writing and across the curriculum behrens is a concept that has gained
signi?cant

attention in educational circles, particularly for its role in promoting literacy and critical
thinking skills across various subject areas. The approach, inspired in part by educators
and authors like Behrens, encourages teachers to embed writing assignments and
activities within all disciplines, not just language arts. This integration helps students
develop a deeper understanding of content while simultaneously improving their writing
abilities. In this article, we?Il explore the principles behind writing across the curriculum as
emphasized by Behrens, the bene?ts of this approach, and practical strategies for
implementation.

The Philosophy Behind Writing Across the Curriculum Behrens

Writing across the curriculum (WAC) is more than just assigning essays or reports in
di?erent classes. At its core, it?s about using writing as a tool to enhance learning and
comprehension in every subject. Behrens, a notable ?gure in educational writing
strategies, highlights the importance of making writing an integral part of all disciplines to
help students articulate their understanding and engage critically with content.

According to Behrens, writing serves multiple functions in education:
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It reinforces content knowledge by encouraging students to process and synthesize
information.

It develops critical thinking as students analyze concepts and present arguments.

It cultivates communication skills necessary for academic and professional success.

By weaving writing into science, history, math, and even art classes, educators create
opportunities for students to interact with material actively rather than passively
absorbing facts.

Why Writing Across the Curriculum Matters

Many educators recognize the value of writing across the curriculum because of its broad
impact on student learning outcomes. Here?s why incorporating writing in various subjects
is essential:

1. Deepens Understanding of Subject Matter

Writing forces students to organize their thoughts clearly. When students explain a
scienti?c process or historical event in their own words, they must comprehend the
material fully. This re?ective practice leads to better retention and mastery of the subject.
2. Builds Transferable Skills

The ability to write e?ectively transcends disciplines. When students practice writing in
di?erent contexts, they develop versatile communication skills that will bene?t them in
college, careers, and everyday life.

3. Encourages Critical Thinking and Analysis
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Writing tasks often require students to evaluate information, draw connections, and justify
their reasoning. This analytical process enhances higher-order thinking skills, which are
vital for success in any ?eld.

4. Supports Diverse Learning Styles

Some students express their understanding better through writing than through oral
presentations or multiple-choice tests. Providing varied opportunities to demonstrate
knowledge helps meet the needs of diverse learners.

Implementing Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens

Strategies

Recognizing the importance of writing across the curriculum is one thing; putting it into
practice e?ectively is another. Behrens? approach o?ers practical guidance for teachers
seeking to integrate writing seamlessly into their lesson plans.

Start Small and Build Con?dence

For teachers new to WAC, beginning with brief writing activities can ease both educators
and students into the process. Journals, quick re?ections, or exit tickets related to daily
lessons are low-pressure ways to encourage writing.

Use Writing to Support Di?erent Learning Objectives

Writing assignments should align with the goals of each discipline. For example:

In science, students might write lab reports or explain hypotheses.

In social studies, they could analyze primary sources or craft persuasive essays

about historical events.
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Math classes can incorporate writing by asking students to describe problem-solving
strategies or justify answers in words.

Provide Clear Writing Prompts and Expectations

Ambiguous instructions can frustrate students. Behrens emphasizes the importance of
clear, focused prompts that guide students on what to write and how to approach the
task. Rubrics or checklists can also clarify expectations and make assessment more
transparent.

Encourage Process-Oriented Writing

Writing

is

not

just

about

the

?nal

product.

Emphasizing

the

writing

process?brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing?helps students re?ne their ideas

Vol. 2022, Issue 7
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and improve clarity. Peer reviews and teacher feedback play critical roles in this
development.

Examples of Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens in Action
To illustrate how writing across the curriculum looks in practice, consider the following
examples inspired by Behrens? methods:

Science: After conducting a plant growth experiment, students write a detailed

report explaining their procedures, results, and conclusions, using scienti?c

terminology accurately.

History: Students write a diary entry from the perspective of a historical ?gure,
2.

integrating factual information and creative interpretation.

Mathematics: Learners explain step-by-step how they solved a complex
equation,

3.

fostering both understanding and communication skills.

English Language Arts: Students analyze a poem and compose an essay
4.

discussing its themes and literary devices.

These activities not only reinforce content knowledge but also encourage students to

become more thoughtful, articulate learners.
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Overcoming Challenges in Writing Across the Curriculum

While the bene?ts of writing across the curriculum are clear, teachers may face obstacles
when trying to implement these practices.

Time Constraints and Curriculum Demands

Teachers often worry about ?tting writing assignments into already packed lesson plans.
One solution is integrating short, focused writing tasks that complement lessons rather
than compete with them.

Varied Student Writing Abilities

Students come with di?erent levels of writing pro?ciency. O?ering di?erentiated support,
such as graphic organizers or sentence starters, can help less con?dent writers engage
more fully.

Assessment Concerns

Some educators hesitate to assign writing because grading can be time-consuming.
Utilizing peer assessments, rubrics, and digital tools can streamline evaluation while
providing meaningful feedback.

The Role of Technology in Supporting Writing Across the

Curriculum Behrens

In today?s classrooms, technology o?ers innovative ways to enhance writing across the
curriculum. Digital platforms enable students to write collaboratively, receive instant
feedback, and publish their work to authentic audiences.

Tools like Google Docs facilitate peer editing and teacher comments, making the revision
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process more interactive. Blogs and multimedia presentations allow students to combine
writing with visuals, appealing to di?erent learning styles and increasing engagement.
Behrens? philosophy embraces these modern tools as extensions of traditional writing
practices, helping educators meet the demands of 21st-century learning environments.
Encouraging a Writing Culture Across All Subjects

Creating a school-wide culture that values writing in every discipline requires collaboration
among educators. Professional development focused on writing instruction, sharing
successful strategies, and consistent communication can foster this environment.

When students see writing consistently emphasized, regardless of subject, they begin to
recognize its importance and develop greater con?dence in their abilities. This shift
contributes to improved academic performance and a lifelong appreciation for e?ective
communication.

Writing and across the curriculum Behrens is not just a teaching strategy; it?s a mindset
that invites educators and students to explore knowledge through expression. By
incorporating writing thoughtfully across disciplines, schools prepare learners for complex
thinking and articulate expression?skills that will serve them well beyond the classroom.
Question

Answer

Who is Behrens in the

context of writing and
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across the curriculum?

Behrens refers Judith Behrens, an author known for her

work on writing strategies and integrating writing

instruction across di?erent subject areas in K-12

education.

What is the main idea of

Behrens' approach to

writing across the

curriculum?

Behrens advocates for teaching writing as a fundamental

skill that supports learning in all subject areas,

encouraging educators to incorporate writing activities

that enhance critical thinking and understanding.

How does Behrens suggest

teachers implement writing

across the curriculum?

Behrens recommends that teachers collaborate to design

writing assignments relevant to their subject matter, use

writing to reinforce content knowledge, and provide

students with varied writing opportunities beyond

traditional essays.

Vol. 2022, Issue 7
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What are some bene?ts of

writing across the

curriculum according to

Behrens?

According to Behrens, writing across the curriculum helps
students improve communication skills, deepen
comprehension of subject material, develop critical
thinking, and prepare for real-world literacy demands.
Does Behrens provide

speci?c writing strategies

for di?erent subjects?

Yes, Behrens o?ers tailored strategies such as writing lab
reports in science, re?ective journals in social studies, and
problem-solving explanations in math to make writing
meaningful across disciplines.

How has Behrens' work

in?uenced current

educational practices in

writing instruction?

Behrens' work has contributed to the widespread adoption

Vol. 2022, Issue 7
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of writing across the curriculum programs, emphasizing

writing as a learning tool in all subjects, and encouraging

interdisciplinary collaboration among teachers.

Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens: An Analytical Perspective on Integrating
Writing in Diverse Educational Disciplines

writing and across the curriculum behrens stands as a pivotal concept in
contemporary education, emphasizing the integration of writing instruction beyond
traditional language arts classrooms. The work and methodologies associated with
Behrens provide educators and curriculum designers with a framework to embed writing
skills across various subject areas, fostering critical thinking, communication, and deeper
understanding among students. This article delves into the signi?cance of writing across
the curriculum (WAC), examining Behrens? contributions and exploring how writing can be
e?ectively incorporated into diverse educational contexts.

Understanding Writing Across the Curriculum: Behrens?

Contributions

Writing across the curriculum, as championed by Behrens, is an educational approach that
advocates for the use of writing assignments and activities in all subject areas, not just
English or language arts. Behrens, a recognized ?gure in composition and rhetoric studies,
highlights the role of writing as a tool for learning, rather than merely a means of
assessment. His perspective encourages educators to consider writing as a cognitive

process that enhances students? engagement with content, enabling them to organize,
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analyze, and synthesize information across disciplines.

Behrens? approach often underscores the versatility of writing forms?ranging from
re?ective journals to research papers and technical reports?tailored to meet the

demands of di?erent academic ?elds. This adaptability is critical in promoting writing as a
skill that supports and enriches learning beyond rote memorization or surface-level
understanding.

The Educational Landscape and Writing Integration

The integration of writing into various curricula aligns with broader educational goals,
including critical literacy, student-centered learning, and interdisciplinary connections.
Behrens? frameworks stress that writing tasks should re?ect authentic disciplinary
practices, allowing students to engage with content in ways that mirror real-world
applications.

For example, in science classes, writing lab reports not only assesses comprehension but
also cultivates clarity in communication and the ability to document experimental
processes. In social studies, analytical essays encourage students to evaluate sources and
form reasoned arguments. Behrens advocates for such purposeful writing assignments to
be standard practice across subjects, thereby reinforcing writing as a vital academic and
professional skill.

Key Features of Behrens? Writing Across the Curriculum

Approach
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Behrens? work on writing across the curriculum is distinguished by several core features
that educators and curriculum developers ?nd invaluable:

Writing as a Learning Tool: Emphasizing writing?s role in helping students

process and internalize new information.

Discipline-Speci?c Writing: Recognizing that writing styles and conventions
vary

2.
by ?eld, requiring tailored instruction.

Process-Oriented Writing: Promoting drafting, revision, and re?ection rather
than

focusing solely on the ?nal product.

Collaborative Writing Activities: Encouraging peer feedback and group projects
4.

to enhance learning outcomes.

Assessment for Learning: Utilizing writing as a formative assessment tool to

5.

guide instruction and support student growth.

These features collectively contribute to a holistic understanding of writing, shifting the

paradigm from writing as mere output to writing as an integral part of cognitive

development.
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Advantages of Implementing Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens
Models
Adopting Behrens? principles in cross-disciplinary writing instruction o?ers several notable

bene?ts:

Enhanced Critical Thinking: Writing tasks compel students to analyze, evaluate,

and synthesize information actively.

Improved Communication Skills: Regular writing practice across subjects
fosters

clarity and precision in expression.

Greater Student Engagement: Diverse writing assignments tailored to subject
3.

matter increase relevance and motivation.

Preparation for Academic and Professional Success: Familiarity with varied
4,

writing formats equips students for future challenges.

Interdisciplinary Connections: Writing encourages students to make links

5.

between concepts across di?erent ?elds.

These advantages underscore the transformative potential of writing across the
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curriculum when implemented thoughtfully and consistently.

Challenges and Considerations in Applying Behrens? Writing

Across the Curriculum Framework

While the bene?ts are clear, integrating writing across the curriculum per Behrens? model
is not without challenges. Educators often encounter obstacles that require careful
consideration:

Teacher Preparedness and Professional Development

Many subject-area teachers may feel unprepared to teach writing e?ectively, especially if
their training is predominantly content-focused. Behrens acknowledges the necessity for
ongoing professional development that equips teachers with strategies for incorporating
writing into their instruction meaningfully.

Balancing Content Coverage and Writing Instruction

Time constraints and curriculum demands can make it di?cult to allocate su?cient time
for writing activities without sacri?cing content coverage. Educators must strike a balance
to ensure writing enhances rather than detracts from subject mastery.

Assessment Complexities

Evaluating writing across disciplines requires nuanced rubrics that address both subject-
speci?c content and writing quality. Behrens? approach encourages formative
assessments but leaves room for educators to develop context-sensitive criteria.

Resource Availability
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Successful integration often depends on access to resources such as writing centers,
technology, and instructional materials. Schools with limited support structures may ?nd
implementing WAC strategies more challenging.

Comparative Insights: Behrens and Other Writing Across the
Curriculum Theorists

Behrens? work can be juxtaposed with other prominent voices in writing across the
curriculum scholarship, such as Joseph Harris and John Bean. While all emphasize writing?s
role in learning, Behrens places particular weight on the adaptability of writing forms and
process orientation.

Unlike models that prescribe speci?c writing genres, Behrens advocates for ?exibility,
allowing teachers to tailor writing tasks to the uniqgue demands of their disciplines. This
contrasts with more rigid frameworks that may prioritize standardized writing instruction.
Such ?exibility aligns well with contemporary pedagogical trends favoring di?erentiated
instruction and student-centered learning.

Behrens? Emphasis on Writing as a Tool for Thinking

A distinguishing characteristic of Behrens? approach is the conceptualization of writing as
a mode of thinking rather than solely a communication skill. This perspective resonates
with cognitive writing theories and supports the use of writing for re?ection, problem-
solving, and knowledge construction across curricular areas.

Implementing Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens: Best

Practices



WRITING SMART GOALS FOR SLPS Updated Version Vol. 2022, Issue 7

For educators seeking to apply Behrens? WAC principles, several best practices emerge
from his scholarship and practical applications:

Start Small: Introduce brief writing activities such as summaries or response

prompts before moving to longer assignments.

Use Writing to Support Content Learning: Design prompts that require
2.

students to engage deeply with subject matter.

Incorporate Peer Review: Facilitate collaborative feedback to develop writing
and

critical analysis skills.

Provide Clear Criteria: Develop rubrics that address both content accuracy and
4,

writing mechanics adapted to subject expectations.

Encourage Revision: Promote multiple drafts to emphasize writing as a process
of

re?nement and learning.

Leverage Technology: Utilize digital tools for writing instruction, feedback, and

6.
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publishing to enhance accessibility and engagement.

These practices align with Behrens? vision of writing as an integral, dynamic part of
education that transcends disciplinary boundaries.

Case Studies and Real-World Applications

Several educational institutions have successfully implemented writing across the
curriculum programs inspired by Behrens? principles. For instance, universities have
integrated writing-intensive courses in STEM ?elds, resulting in improved student
comprehension and communication skills. Similarly, K-12 schools that adopt writing
strategies across subjects report higher student engagement and better performance on
standardized assessments.

Such real-world applications a?rm the practical value of Behrens? model and its
adaptability across educational levels.

Writing and across the curriculum Behrens represents a nuanced and ?exible approach to
embedding writing instruction into diverse academic domains. By viewing writing as a
cognitive tool and emphasizing process and discipline-speci?c conventions, Behrens o?ers
educators a robust framework to enhance student learning. While challenges exist, the
bene?ts of fostering writing skills across the curriculum are compelling?preparing
students not only for academic success but for e?ective communication in an increasingly
interdisciplinary world.

writing across the curriculum, Behrens writing strategies, academic writing Behrens,

cross-curricular writing, writing pedagogy Behrens, interdisciplinary writing, writing
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instruction Behrens, Behrens writing theory, writing skills development, curriculum

integration writing
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