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The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 C

Instruments

The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 C Instruments: A Deep Dive into Jazz Harmony
and Performance

the reharmonized real book volume 1 c instruments represents a fascinating
resource for musicians aiming to explore jazz standards with fresh harmonic perspectives,
speci?cally tailored for C instruments. Whether you're a pianist, guitarist, or any C
instrument player, this volume opens doors to innovative reharmonizations that breathe
new life into familiar tunes. In this article, we'll explore what makes this book a valuable
tool, how it supports C instrument musicians, and ways to integrate its insights into your
playing and improvisation.

Understanding the Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 for C
Instruments

The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 is a collection of jazz standards reimagined with
creative chord substitutions, altered harmonies, and modern voicings. It di?ers from
traditional Real Books by o?ering reharmonized chord progressions that challenge and
inspire players to think beyond the usual changes.

What Does "C Instruments"” Mean in This Context?
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In jazz and ensemble settings, instruments are often classi?ed by their transposition
characteristics. "C instruments" are those that read and sound the same pitch as
written?piano, guitar, ?ute, violin, and concert pitch horns like the bassoon. This volume
is arranged for these instruments, meaning no transposition is necessary. Players can
directly read and apply the chord charts and lead sheets without adjusting for key
di?erences.

This focus makes the reharmonized Real Book particularly accessible for pianists and
guitarists, who often serve as harmonic anchors in jazz groups. Since the book?s content is
tailored to their natural key signatures, it streamlines learning and application.

Why Reharmonize Jazz Standards?

Reharmonization is the art of changing the chords in a song to create di?erent emotional
textures, harmonic colors, or to add complexity. It serves multiple purposes:
**Freshness:** Familiar tunes sound new and exciting.

**Creativity:** Encourages players to think more deeply about harmony.
**Improvisation:** Opens up new pathways for soloing and interaction.

**Personal Expression:** Allows musicians to put their own stamp on standards.

By studying the reharmonized Real Book, musicians gain insight into advanced harmonic
concepts like tritone substitutions, modal interchange, and extended chord voicings?all
applied within well-known melodies.

Key Features of the Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 for C
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Instruments

This volume stands out due to its thoughtful compilation and practical approach to
reharmonic jazz playing.

Comprehensive Song Selection

The book includes a diverse range of jazz standards, from bebop classics to more
contemporary compositions. Each tune has been carefully reharmonized to challenge and
inspire.

Rich Harmonic Vocabulary

Instead of basic triads or simple seventh chords, the reharmonized changes often feature:
Altered dominants (e.g., 7#9, 7b13)

Extended chords (9ths, 11ths, 13ths)

Non-diatonic substitutions

Secondary dominants and diminished passing chords

This harmonic richness helps players develop a deeper understanding of jazz theory and
sound.

Readable Formats for C Instruments

All lead sheets and chord symbols are written in concert pitch, making it straightforward
for pianists and guitarists to apply immediately. This is a signi?cant time saver compared
to transposing charts for Bb or Eb instruments.

Practical Tips and Examples

Some editions or accompanying materials may include guidance on how to approach the
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reharmonizations, suggestions for comping, and even sample solos. These insights make
the book not just a collection of charts, but a learning tool.

How to Get the Most Out of the Reharmonized Real Book Volume

1 C Instruments

Owning the book is one thing; e?ectively integrating its content into your playing is
another. Here are some strategies to maximize your experience:

Analyze the Harmonic Changes

Don?t just play the chords?study them. Identify what makes the reharmonization di?erent
from the original:

What chord substitutions are used?

How do the altered chords create tension and release?

Are there modal shifts or key center changes?

Understanding these elements can improve your harmonic vocabulary and enable you to
create your own reharmonizations.

Practice Comping with the New Changes

Use the book?s chord charts to practice comping?playing chords rhythmically and
expressively under a soloist or melody line. Experiment with di?erent voicings, inversions,
and rhythmic patterns to internalize the reharmonized progressions.

Improvise Using the Altered Harmony

The new chord changes o?er fresh scales and targets for improvisation. For example, an
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altered dominant chord invites use of the altered scale or diminished scale. Practice
improvising over these changes to expand your soloing vocabulary.

Play Along with Recordings or Backing Tracks

If possible, ?nd backing tracks or recordings that match the reharmonized versions, or
create your own using looping tools or software. This helps you hear the harmonic context
and develop interplay skills.

Who Bene?ts Most from the Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 C
Instruments?

While the book is broadly useful, certain musicians will ?nd it especially advantageous:
Pianists and Guitarists

As the primary harmonic instruments in jazz ensembles, pianists and guitarists will
appreciate the concert pitch notation and the challenge of mastering new chord voicings.
Jazz Educators and Students

Teachers can use this book to introduce students to advanced reharmonization concepts
in a structured way. Students gain exposure to real-world applications of jazz theory.
Composers and Arrangers

Those looking to arrange or compose jazz charts can study these reharmonizations for
inspiration, learning how to reimagine standards with creative harmonic approaches.
Integrating the Reharmonized Real Book into Your Jazz Journey

The true value of the reharmonized Real Book lies in its potential to transform your

approach to jazz standards. 1t?s not just about playing di?erent chords; it?s about
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developing a mindset that embraces harmonic exploration.

Try incorporating these habits:

**Daily harmonic analysis:** Spend time each day dissecting a reharmonized tune.
**Transcribe and compare:** Study original versions alongside reharmonized charts

to hear the contrasts.

**Experiment with reharmonization:** Take a standard you know well and try

creating your own substitutions inspired by the book.

**Collaborate with others:** Use the book as a basis for group rehearsals or jam
sessions to explore the new changes collectively.

By engaging deeply with the reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 for C instruments, you?l|
not only enrich your repertoire but also cultivate a more sophisticated and ?exible
harmonic language.

Exploring the reharmonized Real Book is an exciting step for any jazz musician eager to
push their boundaries. The volume?s focus on C instruments ensures a smooth learning
curve for many players, while its inventive harmonies promise to keep your playing fresh
and inspiring for years to come.

Question

Answer

What is 'The Reharmonized

Real Book Volume 1' for C
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instruments?

'The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1' for C

instruments is a jazz fake book that features popular

jazz standards with updated or alternative chord

changes, speci?cally arranged for C instruments like

piano, guitar, and ?ute.

How does 'The Reharmonized

Real Book Volume 1' di?er

from the original Real Book?

Unlike the original Real Book, which presents standard

chord changes, 'The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1'

o?ers reharmonized versions of jazz standards,

providing musicians with fresh harmonic ideas and new

approaches to familiar tunes.

Which instruments is 'The

Reharmonized Real Book

Volume 1' intended for?

'The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1'is intended for

C instruments, such as piano, guitar, ?ute, and violin,

meaning the music is written at concert pitch without

transposition.

Vol. 2024, Issue 8
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Can 'The Reharmonized Real

Book Volume 1' be used by

beginner jazz musicians?

While it can be used by intermediate to advanced

players, beginners might ?nd the reharmonized chord

progressions challenging. It is recommended for

musicians with some experience in jazz harmony and

improvisation.

What are some bene?ts of

using 'The Reharmonized

Real Book Volume 1'in jazz

practice?

Using this book helps musicians explore new harmonic

possibilities, develop improvisational skills over complex

changes, and expand their understanding of jazz theory

and reharmonization techniques.
Where can | ?nd or purchase
"The Reharmonized Real Book
Volume 1' for C instruments?

It can be found through music retailers, online

Vol. 2024, Issue 8
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bookstores, or digital sheet music platforms that
specialize in jazz fake books. Checking websites like
Amazon, Sheet Music Plus, or the publisher?s o?cial site
is recommended.

Are there digital or app

versions of 'The

Reharmonized Real Book

Volume 1' available?

Yes, some digital versions and apps o?er 'The
Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1' for C instruments,
allowing for interactive features such as transposition,
playback, and annotation, which can enhance practice

sessions.

The Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 C Instruments: A Professional Review

Vol. 2024, Issue 8

the reharmonized real book volume 1 c instruments represents a signi?cant

resource for jazz musicians, educators, and arrangers seeking fresh harmonic
perspectives within the familiar framework of standard repertoire. This volume, tailored

speci?cally for C instruments, o?ers an intriguing blend of traditional melodies and

innovative reharmonizations that challenge conventional approaches to jazz harmony. In

this professional review, we delve into the features, content, and practical applications of

this book, analyzing its contributions to contemporary jazz performance and study.
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Understanding the Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 for C
Instruments

The reharmonized real book volume 1 c instruments edition stands out by providing
musicians who play concert-pitched instruments?such as piano, guitar, ?ute, and
violin?with accessible lead sheets that feature reharmonized chord changes. Unlike
standard Real Books that present canonical chord symbols, this volume reimagines
harmonic progressions to expand improvisational possibilities and deepen harmonic
awareness.

This approach caters to players who desire to explore new harmonic textures without
abandoning the melodic integrity of well-known jazz standards. The reharmonized chord
changes often include extended harmonies, substitutions, and modal interchange, which
invite performers to rethink their comping and soloing strategies. The book's format
emphasizes clarity and usability, making it suitable for both classroom instruction and
professional gig preparation.

Target Audience and Instrumentation

Focusing on C instruments is a deliberate choice that simpli?es the reading process for a
wide range of musicians. Unlike transposing instruments such as B-?at or E-?at horns, C
instruments can read the music at concert pitch, which aids in harmonic comprehension
and ensemble coordination. This makes the book especially useful for pianists and

guitarists who form the harmonic backbone of jazz groups.
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Additionally, the book serves as an excellent tool for educators aiming to introduce
students to reharmonization concepts. By working with familiar tunes presented in a novel
harmonic context, learners can better grasp advanced chord theories and voice-leading
techniques.

Features and Content Analysis

One of the de?ning features of the reharmonized real book volume 1 c instruments is its
selection of tunes. The repertoire includes jazz standards, bossa novas, blues, and ballads,
each carefully reharmonized to provide alternative harmonic landscapes. This variety
ensures that users encounter a broad spectrum of jazz styles and rhythmic feels.

The chord symbols are meticulously annotated to re?ect modern harmonic practices,
including altered dominants, tritone substitutions, and slash chords. These
reharmonizations are not arbitrary; they maintain the original song?s melodic contours
while enriching the harmonic palette. The book also includes rhythmic and melodic cues
that guide interpretation without overwhelming the player with excessive notation.
Comparisons with Standard Real Books

Comparing the reharmonized real book volume 1 ¢ instruments with traditional Real Books
reveals key di?erences in approach and utility:

Harmonic Complexity: While standard Real Books present straightforward
chord

changes, the reharmonized edition introduces sophisticated harmonies that
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encourage deeper analytical engagement.

Creative Exploration: The reharmonized book serves as a catalyst for
iImprovisers

2.
seeking to break out of predictable patterns, o?ering fresh harmonic directions.

Educational Value: For instructors, this volume functions as a practical
illustration

of reharmonization techniques, which are often discussed theoretically but less
frequently encountered in lead sheet format.

However, the increased harmonic density may pose challenges for beginners or those
accustomed to simpler changes. Musicians must possess a foundational understanding of
jazz harmony to fully bene?t from the reharmonized charts.

Practical Applications in Performance and Study

The reharmonized real book volume 1 c instruments is not merely a theoretical exercise;
it has tangible applications in both live performance and academic settings. Jazz
ensembles can incorporate these charts to refresh their repertoire and engage audiences
with unexpected harmonic turns. Soloists can use the reharmonized changes as a
framework for developing new improvisational ideas, pushing beyond traditional bebop
vocabulary.

From an educational standpoint, the book can be integrated into harmony classes, ear

training sessions, and arranging workshops. Students analyzing the reharmonized chords
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learn to identify common substitution patterns and develop an intuitive sense for voice
leading.

Additionally,

composers

and

arrangers

may

?nd

inspiration

in

the

reharmonizations, adapting ideas for their own projects.

Pros and Cons of the Reharmonized Real Book Volume 1 for C
Instruments

Pros:

Innovative reharmonizations that inspire creativity

Clear notation tailored for concert-pitched instruments
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Wide stylistic range covering multiple jazz genres

3.

Educational value for both students and professionals
4.

Encourages harmonic exploration and improvisational growth

cons:

May be challenging for players new to advanced harmony

Some reharmonizations could be too complex for casual gigging

Lack of audio examples to accompany the charts

3.

Integrating the Reharmonized Real Book into Your Musical

Practice

Musicians looking to maximize the bene?ts of the reharmonized real book volume 1 ¢
instruments should adopt a methodical approach. Initially, players might study the original
versions of the tunes to establish a solid melodic and harmonic foundation. Following this,
they can examine the reharmonized changes, comparing them to the originals to

understand the substitution techniques applied.
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Practicing chord voicings that re?ect the reharmonized harmonies is crucial, especially for
pianists and guitarists. Ear training exercises focused on these new progressions enable
musicians to internalize the sound and anticipate chord movements during improvisation.
Ensemble rehearsals using these charts can foster group cohesion around unfamiliar
changes, enhancing collective listening and interaction skills. Moreover, transcribing solos
over the reharmonized tunes can provide insights into navigating complex harmonic
environments.

Future Prospects and Expansions

Given the positive reception of the ?rst volume, it is reasonable to anticipate subsequent
volumes expanding the catalog of reharmonized standards for C instruments and possibly
for other transpositions. Future editions might incorporate digital accompaniments or
interactive features to support practice and performance.

Moreover, integrating detailed theoretical commentary or suggested voicings within the
book could further enrich its educational impact. As jazz continues to evolve, resources
like the reharmonized real book volume 1 c instruments will play a pivotal role in bridging
tradition with innovation.

The availability of such specialized real books underscores a growing demand for nuanced
materials that challenge musicians to think beyond conventional harmonic frameworks.
For players dedicated to re?ning their craft, this volume o?ers a valuable pathway into the

sophisticated world of reharmonization.
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reharmonized real book, volume 1, C instruments, jazz standards, chord changes, jazz
improvisation, lead sheets, jazz repertoire, reharmonization techniques, jazz chord

progressions

renarmonization techniques

Reharmonization Techniques: Unlocking New Harmonic Possibilities in Music Composition

Reharmonization techniques are essential tools for composers, arrangers, and musicians seeking to
enrich their harmonic vocabulary and breathe new life into familiar melodies. By altering the
harmonic background of a piece, artists can evoke different emotions, create surprising twists, and
add depth to their musical narratives. Whether you're aiming to add sophistication to a simple tune
or explore innovative soundscapes, mastering reharmonization opens up a world of creative
possibilities.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore what reharmonization is, its importance, various
techniques used by musicians worldwide, and practical tips for implementing these methods
effectively.

Understanding Reharmonization

Reharmonization refers to the process of changing the chords or harmonic structure underlying a
melody without altering its original melody line. This technique allows musicians to reinterpret a
piece, giving it a fresh character or emotional nuance. It is widely used in jazz improvisation, film
scoring, pop arrangements, and classical adaptations.

Why Reharmonize?

- To add emotional depth or contrast

- To modernize a classic tune

- To create harmonic interest and variation

- To adapt a piece to different musical styles or genres
- To facilitate improvisation and soloing

Reharmonization is both an art and a science, requiring a good understanding of harmony, voice
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leading, and musical context.

Fundamental Concepts in Reharmonization

Before diving into specific techniques, it's essential to grasp some foundational concepts:
Function of Chords

Chords serve specific functions within a key: tonic (home base), subdominant, and dominant.
Recognizing these functions helps in selecting suitable replacements.

Voice Leading

Smooth transition between chords is crucial. Effective reharmonization maintains good voice leading
to keep the harmonic flow natural.

Modal Interchange
Borrowing chords from parallel modes to add color and variety.
Chord Substitutions

Replacing a chord with another that shares similar harmonic function, often using diatonic or
chromatic substitutes.

Common Reharmonization Techniques

Numerous techniques can be employed to reharmonize a melody. Here are some of the most widely
used methods:

1. Diatonic Substitutions

Replacing a chord with another diatonic chord within the same key that shares common tones or
functions.

Example:
Replacing a C major chord (I) with an Am (vi) chord, as both contain the note A.

2. Modal Interchange (Borrowed Chords)
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Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to introduce new colors.
Example:

Using a bVI chord (e.g., Ab major) in a major key to add a dramatic flair.
3. Tritone Substitution

Replacing a dominant chord with another dominant chord a tritone away, often used to create
smoother bass lines or introduce surprising harmonic shifts.

Example:

Replacing G7 with Db7 when resolving to C major.

4. Chord Extensions and Alterations

Adding 7ths, 9ths, 11ths, or 13ths, or altering chord tones to enrich harmony.
Example:

Transforming a Cmaj7 into a Cmaj9 or C13 for more color.

5. Passing Chords

Inserting chords between diatonic harmony to create smooth or rhythmic interest.
Example:

Using a Dm7 between C and G chords to create a melodic glide.

6. Modal Mixture

Combining elements from different modes within a key to add richness.
Example:

Inserting a borrowed minor iv chord in a major key.

7. Using Secondary Dominants
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Introducing dominant chords that target chords other than the tonic to create tension and resolution.
Example:

Using D7 to lead into G (V of V) in a C major progression.

8. Non-Diatonic Chords

Employing chords outside the key to evoke specific colors or emotions.

Example:

Adding a Neapolitan chord (bll) for a dramatic effect.

Practical Applications of Reharmonization

Applying reharmonization techniques effectively involves understanding the context of the piece and
the desired emotional impact. Here are some practical steps:

Step 1: Analyze the Original Progression

Identify the harmonic structure, functions, and key points of tension and release.
Step 2: Determine Your Goal

Decide whether you want to add color, create contrast, or modernize the piece.
Step 3: Choose Suitable Techniques

Select techniques that align with your goal, such as modal interchange for a darker mood or
secondary dominants for increased tension.

Step 4: Experiment and lterate

Try different substitutions or extensions, and listen critically to how they change the piece's
character.

Step 5: Maintain Voice Leading

Ensure smooth transitions between chords to preserve musical coherence.
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Step 6: Incorporate Melodic Adjustments if Necessary

Sometimes, slight melody changes can better fit the new harmonic context.

Examples of Reharmonization in Practice
Reharmonizing a Simple Progression
Original progression: C-F-G-C

Reharmonized version:

-C(»)

- Ab (bVI borrowed from parallel minor)
- D7 (secondary dominant leading to G)
- G7 (V7)

-C()

This reharmonization introduces modal interchange and secondary dominants, giving the
progression a richer, more colorful sound.

Jazz Standard Reharmonizations

Many jazz standards, such as "Autumn Leaves," are reinterpreted with different chord substitutions
to create unique arrangements. For example, replacing a ii-V progression with tritone sub for a more
modern sound.

Tips for Effective Reharmonization

- Understand the harmonic functions and voice leading principles.

- Use chord substitutions sparingly to avoid clutter.

- Listen to recordings of different versions for inspiration.

- Experiment with modal interchange to evoke different moods.

- Practice reharmonizing simple melodies before tackling complex pieces.

- Use tools like music theory software or analysis charts to visualize progressions.

Conclusion

Reharmonization techniques are powerful methods to transform and elevate your musical
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compositions and arrangements. By mastering various substitution, extension, and modal
techniques, you can add emotional depth, harmonic interest, and stylistic variety to your music.
Whether you're a jazz improviser, classical composer, or pop arranger, understanding and applying
reharmonization techniques will expand your creative palette and enable you to craft more
compelling sonic narratives.

Remember, the key to successful reharmonization lies in thoughtful experimentation, deep harmonic
understanding, and attentive listening. Embrace the possibilities, and let your harmonic imagination
flourish!

Reharmonization Techniques: Unlocking New Harmonic Possibilities

Reharmonization is a fundamental and creative tool in the arsenal of composers, arrangers, and
performers alike, enabling the transformation of a familiar melody into a fresh, vibrant harmonic
landscape. This technique involves altering the existing chord progressions that accompany a
melody to evoke different emotional responses, stylistic flavors, or tonal colors. By understanding
and applying reharmonization techniques effectively, musicians can breathe new life into standard
tunes, craft uniqgue accompaniments, and explore a broader palette of harmonic language.

Understanding Reharmonization: Foundations and Concepts

Reharmonization is essentially the art of replacing or modifying chords in a piece without changing
the original melody. Its purpose can range from simply enriching a harmonic texture to radically
redefining the entire emotional tone of a piece.

What Is Reharmonization?

- Definition: A process of changing the harmonic structure supporting a melody while retaining its
core identity.

- Goal: To create variety, evoke different moods, or explore stylistic diversity within a familiar
melodic framework.

- Application scope: Can be applied to jazz standards, classical compositions, pop songs, or any
melodic material.

Why Reharmonize?
- To add harmonic interest and complexity.

- To adapt a piece for different styles or genres.
- To create variations for improvisation or arrangement.
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- To convey new emotional nuances.

Core Techniques of Reharmonization

Reharmonization techniques can be broadly categorized based on the harmonic modifications
involved. Below are some of the most common and effective methods:

- Substitution of Chords

Chord substitution involves replacing a standard chord with another that functions similarly within the
harmonic context. I1t?s a cornerstone of reharmonization.

Types of Substitutions:

- Diabolic Substitutions: Using chords with similar functions but different qualities or voicings.

- Example: Replacing a dominant seventh chord with a tritone substitution (see below).

- Tritone Substitution (?llldim7 substitution): Replacing a dominant chord with another a half step
away, sharing the same third and seventh.

- Mechanism: The tritone interval between the third and seventh of the original dominant is
preserved in the substitute chord.

- Function: Creates smooth voice-leading and adds chromatic color.

- Example: G7 replaced with Db7 when resolving to C.

- Modal Interchange (Borrowed Chords): Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to add
color and interest.

- Example: Using a ?VI (e.g., Ab major chord in C major context) to create a modal flavor.

- Chord Extensions and Alterations: Adding 9ths, 11ths, 13ths, or alterations like ?9, ?9, ?5, ?5 to
enrich the harmonic texture.
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- Using Non-Functional and Colorful Chords

Introducing chords that do not follow traditional functional harmony can evoke a particular
atmosphere or mood.

- Neapolitan Chord (?Il): A major chord built on the lowered second degree of the scale, often
used in minor keys for dramatic effect.

- Augmented Sixth Chords: Such as the Italian (?6), French, and German augmented sixths,
which resolve to the dominant.

- Sus2 and Sus4 chords: Suspended chords that replace thirds for a more open sound.

- Added-tone chords: Incorporating added 9ths, 11ths, or 13ths to create richer harmonic colors.

- Modal Interchange and Borrowed Chords

Modal interchange involves borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to give a different color.

- Common Borrowed Chords:

- Minor iv in Major Key: Creating a more somber or tragic mood.

- Major VI or ?VII chords: For a more folk or modal feel.

- Flat-VI or Flat-VII chords: Borrowed from minor modes or modal scales like Dorian or
Mixolydian.

- Implementation: Use these chords to extend progressions or to create surprising harmonic
shifts.

- Voice-Leading and Smooth Transitions

Effective reharmonization depends heavily on voice-leading principles, ensuring smooth and logical
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movement between chords.

- Stepwise Motion: Prefer chords that transition via minimal movement in individual voices.
- Common Tones: Maintain common tones between chords to create seamless progressions.
- Contrary Motion: Use movement in opposite directions to add interest and clarity.

Strategies and Approaches for Reharmonization
Applying reharmonization techniques requires strategic thinking and a good grasp of harmonic
language. Here are some approaches to consider:

- Analyzing the Original Progression

- Understand functional relationships: tonic, subdominant, dominant.
- Identify key pivot points and chord functions.
- Recognize melodic tendencies and how they relate to chords.

- Defining the Desired Emotional or Stylistic Effect

- Decide whether the goal is to add complexity, change mood, or adapt to a different genre.
- For jazz, more extended and altered chords are common; for classical, subtle substitutions may
be preferred.

- Selecting Appropriate Techniques

- Use substitution to add color.
- Employ modal interchange for mood shifts.
- Incorporate chromatic mediants or altered chords for dramatic effects.

- Experimentation and Iteration

- Try different substitutions and listen critically.
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- Use voice-leading to ensure coherence.
- Record and compare different versions to select the most effective reharmonization.

Examples of Reharmonization in Practice
Classic Jazz Reharmonizations
Jazz musicians frequently reharmonize standards to create new interpretations.
- "Autumn Leaves": Reharmonized with a series of ii-V progressions, tritone substitutions, and
extended chords to add sophistication.
- "All the Things You Are": Frequently reharmonized with chromatic passing chords to increase
harmonic interest.
Classical Reharmonization
Classical composers have historically employed reharmonization techniques:
- Chopin: Used chromaticism and modal interchange in his preludes.
- Bach: Employed pedal points and elaborate voice-leading to create rich harmonic textures.

Pop and Contemporary Music

Pop songs often feature simple progressions reharmonized with borrowed chords or extended
harmonies.

Advanced Concepts in Reharmonization

For seasoned musicians, exploring more complex reharmonization techniques can push harmonic
boundaries further.

- Polyharmony and Bitonality

Introducing multiple harmonies simultaneously or shifting between tonal centers.

- Modal Mixture and Polytonality
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Combining different modes or keys to evoke specific emotional landscapes.

- Use of Non-Standard Tuning and Microtonality
Experimenting with tuning systems to create novel harmonic textures.

Practical Tips for Mastering Reharmonization

- Learn Common Reharmonization Patterns: Study jazz standards and classical works to
internalize typical substitutions.

- Practice Voice-Leading: Develop smooth transitions between chords.

- Transcribe and Analyze: Break down reharmonized arrangements to understand the choices
made.

- Experiment Freely: Don?t be afraid to try unconventional substitutions.

- Use Technology: DAWSs and harmonic analysis tools can aid in experimenting with complex
progressions.

Conclusion: Reharmonization as a Creative Tool

Reharmonization is much more than a technical exercise?it's a creative act that allows musicians to
reinterpret, reinvent, and personalize harmonic material. Whether applied subtly to enrich a familiar
tune or boldly to transform its entire character, mastering reharmonization technigques opens a vast
horizon of musical expression. By understanding the underlying principles, exploring various
harmonic devices, and engaging in continuous experimentation, musicians can craft harmonies that
resonate with both their artistic vision and the emotional depth of their audience.

QuestionAnswer What are reharmonization techniques in music composition? Reharmonization
techniques involve altering or replacing the chord progressions of a piece to create new harmonic
colors, add interest, or evoke different emotional responses without changing the original melody
significantly. How can | effectively reharmonize a jazz standard? To reharmonize a jazz standard
effectively, analyze the original chord changes, identify tension points, and experiment with
substituting chords using techniques like modal interchange, tritone substitutions, or adding passing
chords to create fresh harmonic textures. What are common reharmonization techniques used in
popular music? Common techniques include using diatonic substitutions, modal interchange,
secondary dominants, tritone substitutions, and chromatic mediants to add harmonic interest and
variation within familiar progressions. How does reharmonization influence the emotional impact of a
song? Reharmonization can dramatically change the mood and emotional tone of a song by
introducing unexpected harmonic shifts, creating tension and release, or emphasizing certain lyrical
themes through harmonic color. Are there digital tools or software to assist with reharmonization?
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Yes, several digital tools and plugins, such as iReal Pro, Ableton Live, and Logic Pro, offer chord
progression generators and harmonization features that can help musicians experiment with
reharmonization techniques. What are some famous examples of reharmonization in music history?
An iconic example is Miles Davis's reinterpretation of standards like 'My Funny Valentine," where he
used reharmonization to create a new harmonic landscape, showcasing how artists can reinvent
existing melodies through innovative harmonic changes. How can | learn to develop my own
reharmonization ideas? Start by studying jazz harmony and chord substitution methods, analyze
songs you admire, experiment with different chord options over melodies, and practice improvising
reharmonized versions to build your harmonic vocabulary and creativity.
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